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Course Outline

Course Title and Number, Credits:   122 Two-Dimensional Design, 3 Credits

Prerequisite:  None

            Course Description:  A basic course in the study of two-dimensional design for the studio artist.


Text Required:  Art Fundamentals (Theory & Practice), William C. Brown.


Course Objectives:

1. To increase students’ ability to see, sense and interpret a variety of subjects through numerous drawing techniques.

2. To demonstrate increased understanding and application of art elements and principles in their own work.

3. To create artwork that reflects the fundamental concepts and technical skills of various art media. For example: pencil, pen and ink, watercolor, etc.

4. To learn the fundamentals of painting, beginning with drawing, layout and composition to produce an effect through various painting methods introduced.

5. To achieve personal expression and creativity in developing various projects.

6. To exhibit dedication and effort required for overall presentation.

7. To compare and contrast similarities and differences between works of art from different cultures and time periods.  (meets MiSU-B general education goal # 5 and #8 ).

8. To critique individual’s artwork as a group, self-analysis and/or through writing.  (meets MiSU-B general education goal # 2).

9. To plan and exhibit a display of class projects in an aesthetic manner in a “Student Art Show”.

Course Content:

 Basic concepts of two-dimensional design as they apply to the fine and applied arts are learned through

 projects with a variety of media.  Each student will be able to identify, describe and communicate ideas and/or feelings about art or through the production of projects using established art vocabulary and visual concepts.  These are outlined below:

I. The Elements of Art- The visual “words” of the language of art:

A. Line



E. Value

B. Shape



F. Texture

C. Form



G. Space

D. Color
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II. The Principles of Art -  How the visual elements are combined or arranged to produce a unified and effective statement:

A. Balance


F. Pattern

B. Movement


G. Unity

C. Rhythm

D. Contrast

E. Emphasis

   III. Art History -    









Course Requirements and Evaluations:

1. All students will be required to take lecture notes and participate in various hands-on activities which correspond with the topic discussed.  These topics help to reinforce and assist students in acquiring a better understanding of the fundamentals and history of art as it has changed throughout time.

2. All students are required to attend class.  Students with four unexcused absences will be dropped a letter grade. 

3. Students are required to complete all class assignments.

4. A final exam on course content will be administered at the end of the course.

Grading:  A = 90%


    B = 80%


    C = 70%


    D = 60%

                F = 59%

Materials Needed:

Sketch book/Portfolio (about 9 x 12 size) or plain typing paper

#2 pencil

Black construction paper pad

Ebony pencil

Medium charcoal pencil

Art gum and Kneaded eraser

Fine (ball tip) marker pen

Black (Speedball or Higgins) pen ink

Scratchboard and Stylus

Penholder and “c” flat nib

Watercolor set

3 sheets of watercolor paper (in range of 9x12 size)

Tortillion

2 brushes:   ½” Winsor Newton Series # 985 (bright)


          size 2 short liner

Glue Stick

Optional or Collectable Items:

Tuna can




Styrofoam tray

             Paper towels

Colored pencils or markers


Ruler or yard stick

Small kleenex 

