
Syllabus

Introduction to Operating Systems (CIS 160)
Fall, 2004
General Course Information

Instructor:  Brad Gangl

Office:  Thatcher 203

Office Hours:  9:00 – 10:00 MTWF

Campus Phone:  228-5418

Email:  brad.ganglb@misu.nodak.edu

Course Web Site:  www.cisco.misu-b.nodak.edu

Classroom:  Thatcher 212

Class Times:  3;00 – 3:50 MWF

Prerequisites: None
Textbook: A Guide to Operating Systems, Third Edition, Course Technology Incorporated, 2004,

ISBN: 0-619-21347-7
Course Objectives

The main goal of this course is to provide you with a comprehensive understanding of the multiple operating systems commonly found in the Information Technology field today. You will learn the theory behind operating systems and some basic to advanced components of each operating system. This course walks you through current hardware and how it interacts with operating systems. You will learn basic functions and design of file systems found in Windows, UNIX, and Macintosh operating systems. This course discusses how operating systems interface with input, output, and storage devices. You will learn basic network theory and how to setup network resources through the multiple versions of software. There are many hands-on projects and case projects that provide you with real experience in supporting multiple operating systems.

Web Site

Supplementary information for the course is available at www.course.com. The Web site contains class notes, PowerPoint slides, class announcements, the course syllabus, test dates, and other information for the course. Answers to the end of chapter review questions, student assignment files, and hands-on projects also can be obtained from the Web site. 

E-Mail

All students are requested to obtain an e-mail account. If you have any questions about the course or need assistance, please contact me in person or by telephone during office hours; or by e-mail at any time. Also, you may submit the end of chapter case project assignments in class on the due date or by e-mail with a date stamp of 5:00 P.M. on the due date. E-mail submissions should be as an attachment in Microsoft Word format.

Grading and Evaluation Criteria

40% of the grade is based on a midterm and a final examination. Both examinations are cumulative and may be given in a multiple choice and short essay format. 

40% of the grade is based on completing the end of chapter  questions & case project assignments. An electronic version of the case project assignments can be downloaded from the course’s Web site.

10% of the grade is based on quizzes. Quizzes are announced one day in advance and may vary from 3 to 5 questions that may be in any format.

10% of the grade is based on keeping a project notebook. Students are asked to obtain a small notebook or to use a lab notebook and keep notes on the results of the hands-on projects at the end of each chapter in the text. The notes should include comments that you can use once the class is over to help describe results of the hands-on-projects. Include any helpful tips or advice that you might use in the future.

 Course Outline 

Project Due Dates and Exam Dates 

	Topics
	Chapter Readings
	Case Projects
	Hands-On Projects Notebook
	Exams

	Syllabus 

Operating System Theory

Week 1
	Chapter 1

Read Week 1
	Wilshire Public Library
Due Week 1
	
	

	PC Operating System Hardware
Week 2
	Chapter  2

Read Week 2
	Darts
Due Week 3
	Chapters 1 &2

Due Week 2
	

	File Systems

Weeks 3 and 4
	Chapter 3

Read Week 3
	Tasty Freeze
Due Week 4
	Chapter 3

Due Week 4
	

	Installing and Upgrading Operating Systems
Weeks 5 and 6
	Chapter 4

Read Week 5
	Merlinos Mills

Due Week 6
	Chapter 4

Due Week 6
	

	Configuring Input and Output Devices
Weeks 7 and 8
	Chapter 5

Read Week 7
	Hard Rock
Due Week 8
	Chapter 5

Due Week 8
	

	Using and Configuring Storage Devices
Review of all material covered through Week 8

Weeks 9 and 10
	Chapter 6

Read Week 9
	MIS Manager
Due Week 10
	Chapter 6

Due Week 10
	Midterm Exam 

Week 9

	Modems and Other Communications Devices

Week 11
	Chapter 7

Read Week 11
	Wilderness Supply
Due Week 11
	Chapter 7

Due Week 11
	

	Network Connectivity

Week 12
	Chapter 8

Read Week 12
	Groundwater hydrologists
Due Week 12
	Chapter 8

Due Week 12
	

	Resource Sharing Over a Network

Week 13
	Chapter 9

Read Week 13
	Parson’s Lights
Due Week 13
	Chapter 9

Due Week 13
	

	Standard Operating and Maintenance Procedures
Week 14
	Chapter 10


Read Week 14
	National Center for Weather Research
Due Week 14
	Chapter 10

Due Week 14
	

	Review

Week 15
	
	
	
	Final Exam 

Week 15
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