MSU-BOTTINEAU

Course Outline

Name of instructor: Jan Nahinurk
Course Title and Number: 092 Beginning Algebra


Credits: 3 


Prerequisite: none
	Course Description: This course is a beginning level algebra course that covers fundamental algebraic operations. Topics include signed numbers, algebraic expressions, factoring, fractions, exponents, radicals, and equations & inequalities. 


	Required Text: Beginning Algebra, Tobey, J. & Slater, J. , Prentice Hall, 5th


	*Course Objectives: (List which, if any, of the general education goals listed below each of your course objectives satisfies by writing the number of the goal beside the objective.)

•
Perform basic algebraic operations using positive and negative numbers, fractions, and exponents (Meets MSU-B Gen Ed Goal #4)
•
Demonstrate an understanding of terms and rules used in algebra 

•
Utilize problem-solving strategies to solve problems (Meets MSU-B Gen Ed Goal #2)
•
Simplify expressions (Meets MSU-B Gen Ed Goal #4)
•
Solve equations and inequalities (Meets MSU-B Gen Ed Goal #2)
•
Factor using greatest common factor, factor by grouping, and factor trinomials with no x squared coefficient (Gen Ed #4) 

•
Plot points, graph linear equations, and find slope of a line. 



	Course Content: 
Real Number and Variables

Equations

Inequalities

Applications: number problems & averages

Rectangular Coordinate Systems

Graphing points and lines

Slope of a line

Exponents and Polynomials

Factoring


 

	Course Requirements and Evaluation: 
Attendance: Regular participation is expected. 

Independent Practice: Answers for odd numbered problems (1, 3, 5...) are given in the back of the textbook. Students may want to work a few problems from each section covered. This practice is not graded. 

Graded Assignments: Each lesson includes a Practice Exercise that is graded. Students can re-do the exercises multiple times during the week to earn the best possible score. Only the highest score earned will be used in calculating the student's grade. 

Quizzes: Each lesson includes a 20-30 point quiz to be taken before moving on to the next lesson. Quizzes are limited to 20 minutes and may only be taken one time.

Tests: Three exams will be spaced out over the course of the term. Students need to take the the exams on the dates scheduled (see the course calendar). A comprehensive exam will be given at the end of the course.

Grades will be calculated by dividing total points earned by the total points possible and will be based on the following percentages: 

A=90-100%

B=80-89%

C=70-79%

D=60-69%

F=0-59% 






*Ten General Education Goals

1) To develop the ability to communicate

2) To develop thinking skills

3) To develop knowledge and application of technology

4) To develop skills in mathematical computation

5) To develop an aesthetic appreciation for the world in which we live

6) To promote the management and use of physical activity

7) To develop a knowledge and application of science

8) To understand and appreciate cultural diversity

9) To develop lifelong learning skills

10) To foster interpersonal development

Course Objectives (Sample)


To develop skills analyzing and interpreting dramatic texts, demonstrated through discussions (Meets MSU-B General Ed. Goal #2)


To develop your own critical analysis and interpretation through writing papers


To become more familiar with dramatic terminology


To explore dramatic texts through performance (Meets MSU-B General Ed. Goal #5)

