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 COURSE TITLE AND NUMBER:
Introduction to Sociology 110, 3 semester credits

PREREQUISITE:
None.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course involves a study of group life as it relates to society.  The primary focus will be upon the group and its relation to such areas as socialization, interaction, deviance, population, customs, values, etc.  The course is of a general nature and not designed to analyze contemporary American society.  There will be an emphasis upon appropriate terminology, methodology, and theory.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:
1. Sociology: A Brief Introduction, by Richard T. Schaefer, (6th Ed.) (McGraw Hill, 

New York, 2006).

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
To introduce students to the basic and introductory materials in sociology.  The course is not designed to be a description of American society, but to introduce the student to the principles and methodology of sociology.

GENERAL EDUCATION:
Sociology is a general education course which focuses on group life.  The course is broad in nature and examines many areas such as cultural diversity and interpersonal development.  It adheres to general education goals #8 and #10, to understand and appreciate cultural diversity and to foster interpersonal development respectively.  The course includes such areas as outlined in the MSU Statement of Philosophy.  “It offers the potential to create in every student a sense of personal, historical and cultural identity.”

TOPICAL/UNIT OUTLINE:

Chapter One - Understanding Sociology

Chapter Two - Sociological Research

Chapter Three - Culture

Chapter Four - Socialization

Chapter Five - Social Interaction and Social Structure

Chapter Six - Groups and Organizations

Chapter Seven – The Mass Media
Chapter Eight – Deviance and Social Control
Chapter Nine – Stratification in the United States and Worldwide
Chapter Ten – Racial and Ethnic Inequality
Chapter Eleven – Stratification by Gender and Age
Chapter Twelve – The Family and Intimate Relationships
Chapter Thirteen – Religion and Education
Chapter Fourteen – Government, The Economy, and The Environment
Chapter Fifteen – Population, Health, and Communities
Chapter Sixteen - Social Movements, Social Change, and Technology

COURSE REQUIREMENTS/EVALUATION:
1.
All students are required to attend class and students who are absent an excessive number of times will be penalized.

2.
Students are tested over required textbook readings and lecture notes which correspond to their readings and give emphasis to special topics.  Testing may occur frequently and grades are awarded on a basis of correct responses and on the quality of written essay questions as follows:

A = 90%

B = 80%

C = 70%

D = 60%

F = 59%

3.
Students will be awarded points for each class attended.  Absences will quickly lead to a diminished grade and failure.

4. Students caught cheating will receive a failing grade and will be removed from the class.

5.
Cell phones (picture phone) are to be kept away from the classroom at all times.

