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Course and Title Number
Developmental Psychology 250, 3 credits

Prerequisite
Introductory Psychology 111, or instructor(s approval.

Course Description
This course involves the study of the emotional, intellectual, and social growth of the child from conception through the life cycle.  The course will focus upon general developmental psychology with emphasis upon contemporary theory.

Required Textbook
A Child(s World: Infancy Through Adolescence, by Papalia, Olds and Feldman.  (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 2006, 10th Edition.)
Course Objectives
 1.
To introduce the student to the principles of developmental psychology.

 2.
To prepare the student for advanced knowledge to be utilized in parenting, education in elementary and secondary levels, and insight into one(s own developmental process.

 3.
To prepare the student for advanced training in psychology.

General Education

Developmental Psychology is a general education course which is intended to foster a knowledge of personal development.  As stated, the course focuses on the individual.  It adheres to general education goal #10, the fostering of interpersonal development.

The course includes such areas as outlined in the MSU Statement of Philosophy that “it develops an ability to think and live creatively, critically, intuitively, and rationally using the full range of abilities inherent in the mind and body.

Topical/Unit Outline
 1.
Studying a Child(s World

 2.
A Child(s World: How We Discover It

 3.
Forming a New Life: conception, Heredity and Environment

 4.
Pregnancy and Prenatal Development

 5.
Birth and The Newborn Baby

 6.
Physical Development and Health During the First Three Years

 7.
Cognitive Development During the First Three Years

 8.
Psychosocial Development During the First Three Years

 9.
Physical Development and Health in Early Childhood

10.
Cognitive Development in Early Childhood

11.
Psychosocial Development and Health in Middle Childhood

OVER.......

12.
Physical Development and Health in Middle Childhood

13.
Cognitive Development in Middle Childhood

14.
Psychosocial Development in Middle Childhood

15.
Physical Development and Health in Adolescence

16.
Cognitive Development in Adolescence

17.
Psychosocial Development in Adolescence

Videos/Topics/Focus Areas
 1.
The Genes of Humans.

 2.
The Birth of The Baby.

 3.
Infant and Childhood Nutrition.

 4.
Mother Infant Health Care.

 5.
The Child(s Cognitive Development.

 6.
Special Needs

Course Requirements/Evaluation
 1.
All students are required to attend class and students which are absent an excessive number of times will be penalized.

 2.
All students are expected to complete a report on an assigned topic.

 3.
Students are tested over required textbook readings and lecture notes which correspond to their readings and give emphasis to special topics.  Testing may occur frequently and grades are awarded on a basis of correct responses and on the quality of written essay questions.  Grades are awarded as follows:



A = 90%

B = 80%

C = 70%

D = 60%

F = 59%

 4.
Students will be awarded points for each class attended.  Failure to attend class will quickly lead to a diminished grade and failure.

 5.
Students are to keep cell phones (picture phones) away from the classroom at all times.

