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Course and Title Number
United States History, 104 - 3 semester credits

Prerequisite
None

Course Description
To provide the student with a lecture and a selection of readings which give a comprehensive coverage of United States History on a basic survey level.  The instructor will combine the descriptive readings with a broadly interpretative approach that should make history understandable to the freshman and sophomore student.

Required Textbook
Thomas A. Bailey, David M. Kennedy & Lizabeth Cohen, The American Pageant. 

Vol. II: Since 1865  ( Boston & New York.  Houghton Mifflin Co. 2006, 13th Edition).

Course Objectives
  1.
To introduce the student to the basic knowledge of a United States History survey course.

  2.
To develop the necessary skills to allow students to advance to higher level history courses.

General Education
U.S. History is a general education course which adheres to goals #8 and #10 of our campus general education philosophy which emphasizes an understanding of cultural diversity and a fostering of interpersonal development respectively.  The course also emphasizes goal #2 listed in the MSU catalog which is a broad historical and cultural perspective.

Topical/Unit Outline
22.
The Ordeal of Reconstruction, 1865-1877

23.
Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age, 1869-1896

24.
Industry Comes of Age, 1865-1900

25.
America Moves to the City, 1865-1900

26.
The Great West and the Agricultural Revolution, 1865-1896

27.
Empire and Expansion, 1890-1909

28.
Progressivism and the Republican Roosevelt, 1901-1912
29.
Wilsonian Progressivism at Home and Abroad, 1912-1916

30.
The War to End War, 1917-1918

31.
American Life in the “Roaring Twenties”, 1919-1929

32.
The Politics of Boom and Bust, 1920-1932

33.
The Great Depression and the New Deal, 1933-1939

34.
Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Shadow of War, 1933-1941

35.
America in World War II, 1941-1945

OVER.....

36.
The Cold War Begins, 1945-1952

37.
The Eisenhower Era, 1952-1960

38.
The Stormy Sixties, 1960-1968

39.
The Stalemated Seventies, 1968-1980

40.
The Resurgence of Conservatism, 1980-1992
41.
America Confronts the Post-Cold War Era, 1992-2004
42.
The American People Face a New Century

Course Requirements/Evaluation
  1.
All students are required to attend class and students which are absent an excessive number of times will be penalized.

  2.
Students are tested over required textbook readings and lecture notes which correspond to their readings and give emphasis to special topics.  Testing may occur frequently and grades are awarded on a basis of correct responses and on the quality of written essay questions.  Grades are awarded as follows:



A = 90%

B = 80%

C = 70%

D = 60%

F = 59%

  3.
Students will be awarded points for each class attended.  Failure to attend class is a serious matter and will quickly lead to a failing grade.

  4.
Take accurate copious class notes and complete all reading assignments in advance of class sessions.

5. Students caught cheating in class will receive a failing grade and will be removed from the class.

  6.
Students are to keep cell phones (picture phones) away from the classroom at all times.

