MSU-BOTTINEAU

Course Outline

Name of instructor:  Jeffrey D. Carlson
Course Title and Number: HIST 102 Western Civilization II


Credits: 3 


Prerequisite: None
	Course Description: This class is an introduction to and survey of the major political, economic, cultural, intellectual, and social developments of recent Western Civilization.


	Required Text: Perry, Marvin, et.al.  Western Civilization: Ideas, Politics, and Society, 8th ed. (New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004).  ISBN: 0-618-27100-7


	*Course Objectives: (List which, if any, of the general education goals listed below each of your course objectives satisfies by writing the number of the goal beside the objective.)

To develop critical thinking and interpretation skills demonstrated through writing assignments and class discussion.  (Meets MSU-B General Education Goal #2 & #10)

To understand and appreciate the background of various cultures and their impact on shaping the western experience.  (Meets MSU-B General Education Goals #5 & #8)

To develop the ability to communitcate, through writing, a clear and concise thesis backed by academic research.  (Meets MSU-B General Education Goal #1)




	Course Content: The class will consist of textbook and supplemental material provided by the instructor and designed to aid students in the understanding of the political, economic, cultural, intellectual, and social development of recent Western Civilization.


 

	Course Requirements and Evaluation: 
Assignments: Assignments corresponding to the reading material are assigned following the completion of each chapter in the text, and are posted, along with their due dates on the Class Calendar and Course Content links on the class homepage.  These can be submitted by email either as a message, or as an attachment.  

Exams: There will be five (5) exams throughout the semester.  From the time the student accesses the exam, he/she will get approximately 60 minutes to finish the exam (exam time may vary depending on the difficulty of the exam). 

Response Papers:  Throughout the semester, students will be required to write three (3) response papers.  For each of these papers, students will be provided with two articles on a controversial topic related to Western Civilization, and will be required to write a brief essay in which they analyze the arguments and evidence provided in the articles and provide their reaction to it using their own knowledge and outside resources.

Final Writing Assignment: Students will be required to write a 5-6 page paper addressing the a person, event or development that significantly affected Western Civilization, clearly explaining why you think they are significant, and describing the impact that the events had in shaping histor.  These papers backed by a minimum of five (5) cited sources. 

Students will be graded on a standard 90/80/70/60 scale.

Schedule of Events:  The following schedule will serve as the foundation of the class.

Week 1:    Geography Essay and The Scientific Revolution

Week 2:    The Age of Enlightenment and the French Revolution

Week 3:    Napoleon

Week 4:    Assignments for Chapters 17-20 due and Exam 1

Week 5:    The Industrial Revolution and Thought and Culture in the Early Nineteenth Century

Week 6:    Revolution & Counter Revolution and Thought and Culture in the Mid-Nineteenth Century

Week 7:    Assignments for Chapters 21-24 due and Exam 2

Week 8:    The Surge of Nationalism and The Industrial West and 1st Response Paper due

Week 9:    Western Imperialism and Modern Consciousness: Nature Human Nature and the Arts

Week 10:  Assignments for Chapters 25-28 due and Exam 3

Week 11:  World War I and An Era of Totalitarianism and 2nd Response Paper due

Week 12:  Thought and Culture in an Era of World Wars and Totalitarianism and World War

Week 13:  Assignments for Chapter 28-32 due and Exam 4

Week 14:  Europe After World War II

Week 15:  The Troubled Present and Epilogue: Reaffirming the Core Values of the Western Tradition and                                                            3rd Response Paper due

Week 16:  Assignments for Chapters 33-34 and Final Writing Assignment Due 

Week 17:  Exam 5






*Ten General Education Goals

1) To develop the ability to communicate

2) To develop thinking skills

3) To develop knowledge and application of technology

4) To develop skills in mathematical computation

5) To develop an aesthetic appreciation for the world in which we live

6) To promote the management and use of physical activity

7) To develop a knowledge and application of science

8) To understand and appreciate cultural diversity

9) To develop lifelong learning skills

10) To foster interpersonal development

Course Objectives (Sample)


To develop skills analyzing and interpreting dramatic texts, demonstrated through discussions (Meets MSU-B General Ed. Goal #2)


To develop your own critical analysis and interpretation through writing papers


To become more familiar with dramatic terminology


To explore dramatic texts through performance (Meets MSU-B General Ed. Goal #5)

