M. John Leno
Fall 2005
228-5456 (O)   228-2845 (H)

228-6278 (Cell Phone)

John.Leno@misu.nodak.edu
Course Title and Number:  HIST 220 -- North Dakota History – 3 semester credits

Prerequisite:  None

Course Description:

This course examines the history of North Dakota from earliest geological time to the present.  Included are such principle topics as glaciation, land form, Native Americans, fur traders and routes, the military frontier, the transportation frontier, the ranching and farming frontier, statehood, politics, the wars, the depression 30’s, and modern 20th century development.

Required Textbook:  

Elwyn B. Robinson, History of North Dakota, (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1996).

Required Materials:

The only required materials are the many handouts which will be provided by your instructor.

Course Objectives:

The objectives of this course are to provide the student with a basic understanding of the history of North Dakota and to provide the student with a basis for additional regional studies.  An additional objective is to develop within the student an appreciation of the richness of the North Dakota heritage.

General Education:

N.D. History is a general education course which adheres to goals #8 and #10 of our campus general education philosophy which emphasizes an understanding of cultural diversity and a fostering of interpersonal development respectively.  The course also emphasizes goal #2 listed in the MSU catalog which is a broad historical and cultural perspective.

Topical/Unit Outline:
I.

The Geographical Setting of North Dakota

II. Early White Contact and Exploration

A. The native population

B. The arrival of the fur trader

III.
The Struggle for the Fur Trade

A. The French objectives

B. The Hudson Bay Company

C. The American traders

D. The Spanish traders

E. The rivers as arteries of the trade

IV.
The Settlement Booms

A. The first Dakota boom

B. The second Dakota boom

V.

The Territorial Period


A.
The creation of the Territorial Government


B.
The Statehood Movement
Over….

VI.
The Farming and Ranching Frontier

A. Cattle Ranching in Western Dakota

B. The Bonanza Farms

VII. The Progressive Movement

A. America in the Spanish American War

B. The Progressive Reformers

C. The McKenzie Opposition

VIII. North Dakota in World War I

A. Food will win the war

B. North Dakota’s role in the war
C. The aftermath of the war

IX. The Twenties in North Dakota

A. The decade of transition

B. The modernization of Dakota

C. The influence of the Non-Partisan League

X. The Depression and its impact on North Dakota

A. The leadership of William Langer

B. The Farm Foreclosures

C. The Farm Holiday Association

XI. North Dakota in World War II.

A. The state’s role in the War

B. From isolation to support of the war

C. The ethnic disputes during the war

XII. Politics of North Dakota

A. The one party system of the early years

B. The development of the two-party system

C. The Dakota political extremism

XIII. The cultural aspects of North Dakota

A. The founding of Churches

B. Pioneer recreation

C. The ethnic heritage of North Dakota

D. The state as represented by early and later travelers

E. The pioneer emphasis on education

Course Requirement/Evaluation:

1. All students are required to attend class and students who are absent an excessive number of times will be penalized.

2. Students are tested over required textbook readings and lecture notes which correspond to their readings and give emphasis to special topics.  Testing occurs frequently and grades are awarded on a basis of correct responses and on the quality of written essay and identification questions as follows:

A = 90%




B = 80%


D = 60%       ( A term or project paper may be assigned.)

C = 70%


F = 59%

3.
Students will be awarded point for each class attended.

4.
Any student caught cheating in the class will be removed and failing grade will be administered by the instructor.

5.
Cell phones (picture phones) are to be kept away from the
classroom during examination times.
