M. John Leno

Fall 2005
228-5456 (O)   228-2845 (H)

228-6278 (Cell Phone)

John.Leno@misu.nodak.edu
Course Title and Number:  HIST 103 -- United State History – 3 Semester credits

Prerequisite:  None

Course Description:

To provide the student with a lecture and a selection of readings which give a comprehensive coverage of United States History on a basic survey level.  The instructor will combine the description readings with a broadly interpretative approach that should make history understandable to the freshman and sophomore student.

Required Textbook:

Thomas A. Bailey, David M. Kennedy and Lizabeth Cohen, The American Pageant, 

Vol. I: to 1877 (Boston & New York.  Houghton Mifflin Co. 2006) 13th Edition.

Course Objectives:
1. To introduce the student to the basic knowledge of a United States History survey course.

2. To develop the necessary skills to allow students to advance to higher level history courses.

General Education:

U.S. History is a general education course which adheres to goals #8 and #10 of our campus general education philosophy which emphasizes an understanding of cultural diversity and a fostering of interpersonal development respectively.  The course also emphasizes goal #2 listed in the MSU catalog which is a broad historical and cultural perspective.

Topical/Unit Outline:

I. The New World Beginnings, 33000 BC-AD 1769

II. The planting of English America, 1500-1733

III. Settling the Northern Colonies, 1619-1700

IV. American Life in the Seventeenth Century, 1607-1692

V. Colonial Society on the Eve of Revolution, 1700-1775

VI. The Duel for North America, 1608-1763

VII. The Road to Revolution, 1763-1775

VIII. America Secedes from the Empire, 1775-1783

IX. The Confederation and the Constitution, 1776-1790

X. Launching the New Ship of State, 1789-1800

XI. The Triumphs and Travails of the Jeffersonian Republic, 1800-1812

XII. The Second War for Independence and the Upsurge of Nationalism, 1812-1824

XIII. The Rise of a Mass Democracy, 1824-1840

XIV. Forging the National Economy, 1790-1860

XV. The Ferment of Reform and Culture, 1790-1860

XVI. The South and the Slavery Controversy, 1793-1860
XVII. Manifest Destiny and it’s Legacy, 1841-1848

XVIII. Renewing the Sectional Struggle, 1848-1854

XIX. Drifting Toward Disunion, 1854-1861

XX. Girding for War:  The North and The South, 1861-1865

XXI. The Furnace of the Civil War, 1861-1865

XXII. The Ordeal of Reconstruction, 1865-1877 


Exams
Exams will be combination of essay and identification.

Course Requirements/Evaluation:

1. All students are required to attend class and students who are absent an excessive number of times will be penalized.
2. Students are tested over required textbook readings and lecture notes which correspond to their readings and give emphasis to special topics.  Testing may occur frequently and grades are awarded on a basis of the quality of written essay questions and identification questions.

Grades will be awarded as follows:

A = 90%











B =  80%











C = 70%











D = 60%











F = 59%

3.
Student will be awarded points for each class attended.  Failure to attend class is a serious matter and will quickly lead to a failing grade.

4.
Take accurate copious class notes and complete all reading assignments in advance of class sessions.

5.
Students caught cheating in class will receive a failing grade and will be removed from the class.

6.
Cell phones (picture phones) are to be kept away from the classroom during examination times.

