Title: Sports Turf Management -- HORT 278 

Credits: 4 Semester Hours 

Instructor: Robert Underwood 

Office: 21 Molberg 

Class Times: Lecture: M W F   9:00 - 9:50        Lab: W 2:00 - 3:50 

Pre-requisites: None Required, Turf Management is strongly suggested. 

Text: Sports Fields: A Manual for Design, Construction and Maintenance 
Jim Puhalla, Jeff Kraus, and Mike Goatley, 1999, Ann Arbor Press, 464 pp. 

Description: This course is designed for the student interested in getting a job on a golf course, in a park system, school system (grounds department or coaching) or any other position where sports are played. We will look at both natural and man made surfaces.  Discussion is centered on the differences between our residential lawns and the playing field, building on the basics learned in Turfgrass Management. We will also discuss keeping the surface in good playing condition as determined by the rules and goals of the game, the demands of the public and television for an aesthetically pleasing venue, and desire of the players and coaches for a safe injury free environment where all can compete at their optimum level. We will look at new technology and research which may lead to a better playing surface in the future. And we will look at the effect that the grounds keeper can have on the outcome of the sporting event

Objective: We will look at the history of the development of sports stadiums and playing fields, as well as the processes of choosing the proper surface for a given sport, based on playing conditions, player safety and the standards of the governing body. The student will be able to participate in the daily decision making processes and have the technical ability to carry out the grounds keeper's directives. (Addresses General Ed Goals # 2, 3, 5, 7, 9) 

Evaluation: Tests on lecture materials. 
As well as credit for several lab projects and field trips 

Grading based on 90% - A, 80% - B, 70% - C, 60% - D

Attendance and Make-up Tests:   All make up testing will be done on a designated day prior to midterm and final's week.  Lab points are based on attendance and participation.   Field trips will be considered labs and must me attended to receive credit.  

Course work will follow the chapters in the text, with an additional section added at the end of the class dealing specifically with Golf Course Management.  This information will come from the USGA Green Section online site at http://www.usga.org/green/index.html

