MISU-BOTTINEAU

Course Outline 

Course Title and Number, Credits:

ENGL 110 College Composition I, 3CR

Prerequisite:

Appropriate English placement test score

Course Description:
Guided practice in college-level reading, writing, and critical thinking

Required Text:
Troyka, Lynn Q. Quick Access: Reference for Writers 4th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, 2004.

O’Brien, Tim. The Things They Carried. New York: Broadway Books, 1990.

Erdrich, Louise. Love Medicine. Harper Collins: New York, 2001

Course Objectives:
· Demonstrate an ability to create, focus, and evaluate a thesis statement and to provide support for that thesis. 

(Meets MSU-B General Education Goal #1)

· Demonstrate an ability to read to identify thesis, support, and key terms, and demonstrate the ability to discuss those aspects of effective essays and successful academic writing.

(Meets MSU-B General Education Goal #2)

· Assimilate strategies for writing and revising to produce short essays.

· Use MLA guidelines accurately to cite sources.

· Assimilate strategies of editing to reduce grammatical and typing errors.

Course Content:
Three major essays to be written and revised

Some minor essays to be written and revised

Prewriting skills

Developing a thesis and outlining

Developing paragraphs

Revising and editing techniques

Basic research skills

Individual conferences to discuss each student’s writing

Two novels to be read

Daily class discussions

Course Requirements and Evaluation:

Course requirements consist of prewriting, planning, drafting, and delivering completed essays, doing peer critiques, taking quizzes, and participating regularly. (See syllabus for details.)

Grading is based on a standard college curve. (See syllabus for details.)
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Course Description

This course teaches students to do the kind of writing that faculty in many university disciplines expect to read when assigning written assignments. In English 110 students will read two novels and write three long essays and write some shorter essays on different topics relevant to the readings assigned. Students will also read and evaluate writing done by others in the class in order to learn techniques for revising and editing essays written to meet college-level writing assignments.

Required Texts

Troyka, Lynn Q. Quick Access: Reference for Writers 4th ed. Prentice Hall, 2004

O’Brien, Tim. The Things They Carried. New York: Broadway Books, 1990.

Erdrich, Louise. Love Medicine. Harper Collins: New York, 2001

English 110 Objectives
· Demonstrate an ability to create, focus, and evaluate a thesis statement and to provide support for that thesis. 

· Demonstrate an ability to read to identify thesis, support, and key terms, and demonstrate the ability to discuss those aspects of effective essays and successful academic writing.

· Assimilate strategies of writing and revising to produce short essays.

· Use MLA guidelines accurately to cite sources.

· Assimilate strategies of editing to reduce grammatical and typing errors.

Course Content

Three major essays to be written and revised

Some minor essays to be written and revised

Prewriting skills

Developing a thesis and outlining

Developing  paragraphs

Revising and editing techniques

Basic research skills

Individual conferences to discuss each student’s writing

Two novels to be read

Daily class discussions

Course Requirements

Students earn a grade in this class by writing and revising essays, some major but others less substantial essays and written in class, by participating in class discussions, by doing peer revision, and by successfully passing quizzes and tests on the reading assignments.

Participation Policy

Learning to write is a skill analogous in some ways to developing athletic skills or musical ability, and, just as is the case in sport, practice develops a writer’s expertise just as practice can make an athlete or musician more effective. That being the general approach taken to writing in this class, twenty percent of the final grade is based on daily participation in the class and on homework assignments, which is where the writers in this class will get their practice. 

Graded work will be assigned in every class or will be assigned to be turned in at the start of the class period. The lowest five of these assignments will not be included in the 20% of the course grade earned by class participation. If you need to miss class occasionally, this attendance policy doesn’t penalize you since you are graded on most of the daily work, not all of it. 

Components of Final Grade

Paper 1 
15%

Paper 2
20%

Paper 3
25%

Daily work
20%

Midterm 
10%

Final

10%
Late Policy

Deadlines are a fact in professional, workplace, and academic writing situations. Late work for the daily assignments will earn half credit. However, if any of the three major papers is submitted late, the grade earned will be reduced by a letter grade for each 24 hour period the work is not handed in. If any student knows in advance, he or she will not be able to hand in work by a deadline because of a conflict caused by an university related event or an important personal obligation, send the instructor an email or contact him by other means before the assignment’s due date. The student and the instructor can arrange to deal with the situation and hand in the work before leaving. 

Statement on Non-Discrimination

Alternative viewpoints are welcome in this classroom. There will be no discrimination on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, sex, marital status, disability, or status as an U.S. Vietnam Era Veteran.  

Accommodation Statement
Please discuss any special needs or special accommodations with the instructor at the beginning of the semester or as soon as you become aware of your needs. 

	August 23 Intro to the course, Pretest

	August 25 Writing as a process, Pretest


	Aug 30 Read The Things They Carried, “The Things They Carried,” “Love,”; “Spin,”  pp. 1-38 pp. 44 Quick Access, “Getting Started,” pp. 13-26. 

	September 1 Classification paragraph classifying the things the men carried Read Quick Access “Composing Paragraphs” pp. 34-40    “Composing a classification” p.44


	Sept 06 The Things They Carried, “On the Rainy River” pp. 39-61 

Read Quick Access, “Thinking, Reading and Writing Critically, “ pp. 1-11 “Conciseness” pp. 79-82 (a-c)

	Sept 08 Read Quick Access “Explaining Cause and Effect” pp.44 
Cause and effect paragraph explaining Tim’s decision and feelings on the Rainy River


	Sept 13

	Sept 15


	6 Read

“Conciseness” p. 82 (d)


	7 Read

The Things They Carried, “Enemies”, “Friends,” “How to Tell a True War Story,” “The Dentist,” pp.62-88.

In class introduction to prewriting
	8 Read

Quick Access, “Drafting” pp. 27-28

 “Describing a Process” pp.41

The Things They Carried, “Sweetheart of Song Tra Bong” pp. 89-116

Process paragraph describing Mary Ann’s process of becoming a soldier
	9 Read

Quick Access, “Conciseness” p. 83 (e)

The Things They Carried, “Stockings,” and “Church” pp. 117-123 

Starting and Planning an Essay 

Thesis statement and outline of first paper

	13 Read

Quick Access, “Revising, Editing, and Proofreading,” pp.28-34

 “Composing a comparison and contrast” pp.42

 “Coordination and subordination” pp. 83-84

The Things They Carried, “The Man I Killed,” and “Ambush,” “Style,” pp.124-136.

Paragraph comparing and contrasting “The Man I Killed” with the Hardy Poem TBA
	14 Read

Quick Access, “Coordination and Subordination” pp. 84-86

Bring draft of paper 1 to work on global revision
	15 Read 
Quick Access, “Commas,” pp. 382-395.

 “Composing a description” pp.41

“Sentence Style” pp. 87-89 (parallelism a-d)

Bring draft of paper 1 to work on local revision
	16 Paper 1 due

The Things They Carried, “Speaking of Courage,” pp.137-154, and “Notes” pp.155-161. “In The Field,” pp.137-178.

Descriptive paragraph describing the field and Kiowa’s death


	20 Read

Quick Access, “Composing an analysis” pp.43

Quick Access, “Sentence Style” (sentence variety e) p. 89

Introduce second paper; Select topics for second paper


	21 Read

The Things They Carried, “Good Form,” “Field Trip,”  “The Ghost Soldiers,” “Night Life,” and “The Lives of the Dead,” pp.179-246

Analysis paragraph analyzing how the characters dealt with the reality of death
	22 Review

Quick Access, “Thesis statements and outlines,” pp24-26

Paper 2 Tentative thesis statement and informal outline 
	23 Read 

Love Medicine pp.1-42

	27 Read

Quick Access “Sentence Style” (f-h) pp. 90-92

Bring  Thesis statement and formal outline of Paper 2
	28 Read 

Quick Access, “Sentence Fragments” pp. 65-68

 “Comma splices and run-on sentences” pp. 68-71

Bring draft of paper 2 for global revision
	29 Review

Bring draft of Paper 2 for local revision
	30

Midterm exam

	4

Independence 

Day


	5 Read

Love Medicine. “Saint Marie” pp.43-60, “Wild Geese” pp. 61-67.

Paper 2 due

Introduce Paper 3
	6 Read 

Love Medicine. “The Island” pp.68-84, 

“The Beads” pp.85-105
	7 Read

Quick Access, “Starting a Research Project,” pp. 127-130.

Go to the URL below, read some of the text, and look at some of the pictures, then write a paragraph summarizing your investigation of this information

http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets/a_f/erdrich/boarding/index.htm

	11 Read

Quick Access, “Using Sources and Avoiding Plagiarism,” pp.160-169.

Introduce Paper 3

Prewrite for Paper 3
	12 Read 

Love Medicine. “Lulu’s Boys” pp.106-121, “The Plunge of the Brave” and “Flesh and Blood” pp.122-166

Analyze central triangle of the novel and write analysis paragraph that triangle

Bring tentative thesis and informal outline for Paper 3
	13 Read 

Quick Access, “Word Meanings and Word Impact,” “Gender-Neutral Language,” pp. 110-118

 “Composing an Example or Illustration” p.41

“Problems with sentence shifts” pp. 72-76
	14 Read 

Love Medicine. “A Bridge” pp.167-180, “The Red Convertible” pp.181-193, “Scales” pp.194-211, “Crown of Thorns” pp.212-229

Bring Paper 3 for global revision


	18 Read

Quick Access, “Misplaced Modifiers” pp. 72-79

Love Medicine, “Love Medicine” pp.230-258.

Bring Paper 3 for local revision


	19 Read 

Love Medicine, “Resurrection ” pp.259-275
	20 Read 

Quick Access, “Composing a Narrative” pp.41

Love Medicine “The Good Tears ” and “The Tomahawk Factory” pp.298-324.

Narrative paragraph describing June and Gordie’s honeymoon as a forecast of their marriage
	21 

Paper 3 due

Write a paragraph about one major character in Love Medicine, his/her lineage, relation to old ways or assimilation to new, and his/her success in life, or lack of success

	25 Read 

Finish Love Medicine. “Lyman’s Luck ” and “Crossing the Water” pp.325-367
	26

Final Exams 


	27

Final Exams 


	28
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