Course Outline – Turf and Landscape Equipment – FORS 265

Credits - 2 semester hours

Instructor- Robert Underwood Office- 21 Molberg Center Phone- 701-228-5434 

Class schedule- 4 - 4:50 Monday      Lab- 4 - 6 pm   Tuesday.  

Text -  Handouts and manuals from instructor and industry speakers

Course Objectives:

1) To emphasize at all times, safe methods of performing turf and landscape operations.

2) To understand  the equipment, tools and techniques used for this  type of job.

3) To learn to work with other crew members both on the job and during maintenance operations to prevent misunderstandings and subsequent accidents.  (Gen Ed criteria #1)

4) To learn the importance of updating our knowledge of rules and techniques and the sources where these updates may be obtained.  (Satisfies Gen Ed criteria #2)

Content: 

OHSA Requirements

Personal Protective Gear (hardhats, etc.)

Chain Saw safety, maintenance, and use


Brush Chipper use and maintenance

Introductions to Stump Grinders

Use of hand tools and their care

Use of Skid Steer loaders and their maintenance

Small engine maintenance introduction

Tillers, mowers, trimmers, etc.

Sharpening of reel type mowers - Sam Davis' shop in Burlington

Order of classes may vary based on availability of speakers and equipment.
Course Requirements and Evaluation: There will be a series of tests based on national safety standards put out by the National Arborist Assn. and other trade organizations.  These will comprise  60% of your grade.  The remaining 40% is based on demonstration of skills during laboratory exercises.  

General Safety Rules:  

All students will wear a hard hat and safety glasses or goggles during outdoor labs.  If you do not have one, one will be provided by the instructor.

It is highly suggested that students wear a heavy leather work shoe or boot when working

It is highly suggested that students wear long pants and long sleeve work shirt when working with equipment to prevent scratches and scrapes.

When applicable ear protection will be worn.

Students not properly attired or not paying attention will be asked to leave the work area by the instructor.  

SAFETY FIRST!!!

                             .  

