MSU-BOTTINEAU

Course Outline

Name of Instructor: Tanya R. Mooney
Course Number and Title: EC 209 Learning Environments for Children
Credits: 3
Prerequisite: None

Course Description: This course examines methods for creating and maintaining environments that emphasize safety, promote wellness, and encourage exploration and learning. Topics include hazard assessment, safety education, responding to injuries and emergencies, sanitation, meal planning, health education, organizing the environment, and utilizing appropriate materials, plans, and routines.
Required Textbook: Caring for Children in Family Child Care, Volume I; D. Koralek, L Colker, D. Trister Dodge
Course Objectives: 
· Students will recognize and use safety practices that prevent or reduce injures.
· Students will plan for emergencies and injuries and demonstrate knowledge of appropriate response procedures.

· Students will guide and instruct children in using safety rules and emergency procedures.
· Students will identify and descibe methods for maintaining environments that promote wellness.

· Students will plan for good hygiene and rituals that promote wellness and demonstrate an understanding of proper nutrition and healthy eating habits.
· Students will organize indoor and outdoor areas that encourage play and exploration.

· Students will create, select, and use materials, toys, and equipment that interest and challenge children.

· Students will plan and implement a schedule and routines that support children’s development and learning.

Course Content: 
· Creating and maintaining a safe environment
· Ensuring the safety of toys and equipment

· Meeting the safety needs of each child

· Responding to emergencies

· Maintaining an environment that promotes wellness

· Helping children develop good health and nutrition habits

· Recognizing, reporting, and preventing child abuse and neglect

· Creating a learning environment

· Nonverbal messages in the learning environment

· Managing the day

Course Requirements and Evaluation: Students must successfully complete competency checks based on Modules 1, 2, and 3 of the Caring for Children in Family Child Care textbook, complete graded assessments of learning, and submit a report that summarizes one’s experiences in a child care setting and that highlights what has been learned.
