MSU-BOTTINEAU

Course Outline

Name of instructor: Rueben Mayer and Tom Hanson
Course Title and Number:Advanced Farm Management Education AGRI #242


Credits: 2 


Prerequisite: Actively engaged in farming/ranching
	Course Description: The course is designed to provide farm and/or ranch families with the skills needed to successfully manage their business.


	Required Text: None.  The enrollee, will however, use the MSU-Bottineau Farm and Ranch Management Education Program Record Book, the North Dakota Farm and Ranch Management Education Program Record Book, or an approved computer accounting program.


	*Course Objectives: (List which, if any, of the general education goals listed below each of your course objectives satisfies by writing the number of the goal beside the objective.)
A.  To develop an appreciation of good farm management skills. (General Education goal #2)

B.  To develop the ability to chose a record keeping system that will meet the needs of the farm/ranch busienss.  (General Education goal #3)

C.  To develop the ability to keep a complete and accurate set of records, including inventories, balance sheets and farm production records.  (General Education goals #3 and #4)

D.  To develop the skills needed to close records at the end of the year and prepare information needed for financial analysis of the business including enterprise analysis.  (General Education goals #3 and #4)

E.  To develop the abilities needed to set farm/ranch, family and personal goals and the ability to evaluate, revise and adjust those goals. (General Eduation goals #2 and #10)

F.  To develop the ability to interpret the farm/ranch business analysis and to use the information provided by the analysis to make management decisions.  (General Education goal #2)


	Course Content: 
A.  Introduction to Farm and Ranch Business Management Education.

B.  Taking and recording accurate inventories.

C.  Record keeping systems.

D.  Importance of complete records.

E.  Record book closeout procedures.

F.  Farm/ranch business, family and personal goals.

G.  Farm/ranch business analysis interpretation.

H.  Enterprise analysis interpretation.

I.  Making management decisions using information provided by the business analysis.
 

	Relationship to Campus Theme: (Provide a statement describing how this course addresses the campus theme of Nature, Technology and Beyond.)

 Farmers and ranchers enrolled in the Farm Management course continually deal with nature and technology while managing their farms.  The major use of technology in teaching the course is in the use of computer programs for keeping business records and then using computer technology to analyze the farm/ranch businesses.  The information gleaned from the records and analyses helps farmers/ranchers determine where their business is at presently and that information then helps the students determine what direction they should go with their business in the future.  In applying these management decisions farmers and ranchers are continually struggling with the dynamics of what new technologies to use and how those technologies with effect the natural resources that they use continually in their business.

	Course Requirements and Evaluation: At the end of the financial year the farm/ranch will have completed an accurate set of farm/ranch business records, be prepared to use those records in completing a farm/ranch whole farm analysis and be developing the skills needed in using the information to make sound management decisions.



*Ten General Education Goals

1) To develop the ability to communicate

2) To develop thinking skills

3) To develop knowledge and application of technology

4) To develop skills in mathematical computation

5) To develop an aesthetic appreciation for the world in which we live

6) To promote the management and use of physical activity

7) To develop a knowledge and application of science

8) To understand and appreciate cultural diversity

9) To develop lifelong learning skills

10) To foster interpersonal development

Course Objectives (Sample)


To develop skills analyzing and interpreting dramatic texts, demonstrated through discussions (Meets MSU-B General Ed. Goal #2)


To develop your own critical analysis and interpretation through writing papers


To become more familiar with dramatic terminology


To explore dramatic texts through performance (Meets MSU-B General Ed. Goal #5)

