EC 236 Social/Emotional Development & Guidance
Instructor:  Tanya R. Mooney
Office:  Thatcher Hall New Edition Learning Center, MSU-Bottineau
Telephone:  (701) 228-5604
Email: tanya.mooney@msub.nodak.edu

Course Description:  This course involves the study of classroom management, motivation, building self-esteem, positive discipline strategies, and social and emotional development in children. Topics include approaches to guiding children’s behavior, managing the environment, rules and limits, problem behaviors, appreciating oneself and others, dealing with separation, providing appropriate support for children, preventing child abuse, promoting success with appropriate materials and activities, interacting through play, and developing friendships. Students develop a personal philosophy of child guidance.
Recommended Prerequisites:  None.
Credits: 4
Course Materials:
Caring for Children in Family Child Care, Volume II; D. Koralek, L Colker, D. Trister Dodge. 
(ISBN: 1-879537-10-9)
Supplementary materials:

· A Guidance Approach for the Encouraging Classroom with Professional Enhancement Booklet, D. Gartrell.
(ISBN: 1418050539)
· The Role of Educators in Preventing and Responding to Child Abuse and Neglect, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Administration for Children and Families, Office on Child Abuse and Neglect., Caliber Associates, Crosson-Tower. (Accessible online)
Course Content:
· Approaches to guiding children’s behavior

· Managing the environment

· Rules and limits

· Problem behaviors

· Supporting social and emotional development

· Methods and materials that emphasize play and social interactions

· Utilization of approaches that build children’s sense of self

· Relationship building and promoting success

· Identifying, reporting, and preventing child abuse

Course Objectives:
· Students will learn to promote children's self-awareness and self-esteem through verbal and nonverbal communication. 

· Students will identify and describe factors that contribute to aggressive behavior in children and strategies that help reduce children's aggressive behavior and give them alternative ways to cope with aggression. 

· Students will identify and describe children's physical, psychological, and behavioral reactions to stress and identify strategies for helping children cope effectively with stress. 

· Students will identify and describe ways to help children develop positive peer relationships and friendships and identify teaching strategies that foster children's development of interpersonal skills. 

· Students will recognize signs of emotional distress, child abuse, domestic violence, and neglect in young children and know responsibility and procedures for reporting suspected abuse or neglect to appropriate authorities. 

· Students will use individual and group guidance and problem solving techniques to develop positive and supportive relationships among children. 

· Students will learn to provide cooperative learning activities to encourage positive social interaction among children, to promote positive strategies of conflict resolution, and to develop personal self-control, self-motivation, and self-esteem. 

· Students will identify the principles of child guidance based on the developmental characteristics of young children. 

· Students will identify positive guidance strategies for children and for groups of children. 

· Students will understand and demonstrate how effective teachers arrange the classroom and schedule in order to promote positive social and emotional growth. 

· Students will recognize characteristics of a healthy environment that promotes social/emotional development. 

· Students will identify the importance of family-school partnership in child guidance. 

· Students will demonstrate an increase in understanding of cultural influences on child behavior—both typical and atypical, as evidenced by classroom discussion. 

· Students will use reflective observation to develop their own personal philosophy of child guidance.
Attendance: 
Online. Students are not expected to come to the campus at any time.

Academic Requirements:

Content. Each week consists of a reading assignment from textbooks and/or articles, manuals, etc.

Independent Learning. Each week includes textbook entries completed by the student to link content with application.

Graded Assignments. Each week includes a Discussion topic.  Students submit an original response and respond to two additional posts to receive full credit (5 pts).

Comprehension Checks & Quizzes.  Most lessons include a quiz or comprehension check to assess knowledge of the lesson.  These assessments can only be submitted once.

Assessments.  Three 60-minute assessments will be spaced out over the course of the term.  A final, written project will be due the last week of class.  A rubric will be provided to guide the student in writing this paper.

Evaluation:

Grades. Grades will be calculated by dividing total points earned by the total points possible and will be based on the following percentages:

A = 90-100%

B = 80 – 89%

C = 70 – 79%

D = 60 – 69%

F = 0 – 59%

Late/Missing Assignments.  Each assignment has a cut-off date and is expected to be submitted in a timely fashion.  Late work receives zero credit.  Please contact the instructor if extenuating circumstances arise.
	Assignment
	Points Possible

	14 Discussions (5 pts each)
	70

	3 Assessments (100 pts each)
	300

	6 Written Assignments (25 each)
	150

	9 Quizzes/Comp Checks (20 each)
	180

	2 Observations (50 each)
	100

	Final Paper
	200

	Total Possible
	1000


Academic Honesty/Dishonesty (per MSU-Bottineau Student Handbook)
The academic community is operated on the basis of honesty, integrity and fair play. Occasionally, this trust is violated when cheating occurs, either inadvertently or deliberately. This Code will serve as the guideline for cases where cheating, plagiarism or other academic improprieties have occurred.

1. The primary responsibility of the students, faculty and administration is to create an atmosphere where the honesty of individuals will not be questioned.

a. Faculty members are responsible for providing guidelines concerning cheating and plagiarism at the beginning of     

     each course, and should use precautionary measures and security in cases where cheating is likely to occur.

b. Students are responsible for submitting their own work. Students who cooperate on oral or written examinations or 
     work without authorization share the responsibility for violation of academic principles and the students are subject to 
     disciplinary action even when one of the students is not enrolled in the course where the violation occurred. 
Mrs. Mooney’s Honesty/Dishonesty Policy

If student work is questionable, the student will be asked to explain the material and source of work.  If student inadvertently submitted questionable work, the student will be asked to re-accomplish the assignment and submit for a late grade.  If student work deliberately submitted dishonest work, the student will receive no grade for the assignment.
WEEKLY OVERVIEW OF EC 236
Week 1

Creating Children’s Sense of Self
Week 2

Getting to Know Each Child & Dealing With Separation
Week 3

Problem Solving & Family-School Partnerships

Week 4

An Environment That Promotes Success
Week 5

Recognizing Abuse


Assessment #1
Week 6

Arranging the Classroom & Social Interaction

Week 7

Developmental Guidance & Reporting Abuse/Neglect
Week 8

Cultural Influences on Child Behavior
Week 9

The Three “Selves” & Child’s Play
Week 10
Dealing With Others
Week 11
Assessment #2


Developing Philosophy of Guidance 
Week 12
Discipline vs. Punishment
Week 13
Positive Guidance
Week 14
Rules & Limits
Week 15
 Assessment #3
Week 16
Final Project Due (Rubric Provided) 

“Personal Philosophy of Child Guidance”
